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AN EVALUATION WAS MADE OF THE EFFECTIVENESS OF VIDEO 
TAPES AS A MEANS OF DISSEMINATING OCCUPATIONAL INFORMATION TO 
HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS. AFTER CRITERIA FOR SELECTION WERE 
DETERMINED, SEVEN OCCUPATIONAL AREAS WERE CHOSEN FOR 
PRESENTATION BY VIDEO TAPE. THE TELEVISION PROGRAMS WERE 
DESIGNED TO IDENTIFY ENTRY LEVEL JOBS IN THE OCCUPATIONAL 
AREAS COVEREF, WHICH WERE SECRETARIAL WORK, FOOD RETAILING, 
DEPARTMENT STORE RETAILING, AUTOMOTIVE TECHNOLOGY, LOOGING 
AND FOOD SERVICES, FINANCIAL INSTITUTION EMPLOYMENT, AND LAW 
ENFORCEMENT. THE POPULATION OF THE STUDY CONSISTED OF UtH- 
AND 12TH-GRADE STUDENTS IN EIGHT SENIOR HIGH SCHOOLS. TO 
DETERMINE THE EFFECTIVENESS OF THE PROGRAM, A FOLLOW UP STUDY 
WAS CONDUCTED BY USE OF INVENTORY QUESTIONNAIRES. A MAJORITY 
OF THE STUDENTS HAD A VERY FAVORABLE REACTION TO THE TAPES, 
INDICATING THAT TELEVISION IN THE CLASSROOM IS AN EFFECTIVE 
MEDIUM FOR PROVIDING OCCUPATIONAL INFORMATION. STUDENT 
EVALUATIONS GIVEN IN INTERVIEWS 2 MONTHS AFTER BROADCAST 
AGREED CLOSELY WITH EVALUATIONS MADE IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING 
BROADCAST. IN THE ORDER OF AMOUNT OF HELP GIVEN, WITH "HIGH* 
LISTCO FIRST, THE PROGRAMS WERE RANKED Cl) THOSE THAT 
PRESENTED CLEAR DEVELOPMENT OF FACTS, (2) THOSE THAT 
ENCOURAGED STUDENTS TO REMAIN IN SCHOOL, AND (3) THOSE THAT 
MOTIVATED STUDENTS TO THINK ABOUT MATTERS SPECIFICALLY 
RELATED TO JOB PLANNING. PROGRAMS THAT ACQUAINTED STUDENTS 
WITH AVAILABLE JOB POSSIBILITIES WERE CONSIDERED BENEFICIAL, 
WITH MOST BENEFIT BEING GAINED BY DISADVANTAGED MINORITY 
STUDENTS. (GD) 
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CHAPTER I 
INTRODUCTION 
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irhe complexities of living in America’s high mass production 
7 A«nd consumption society are increasing every year. In the last 
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20 years there has been an information explosion coupled with a 
greatly accelerated development of a nation wide communication 
system. Particular the Impact of television in American culture^ 

Indicates it is probably the most important method of communi-^y 
cations today. Today the student from kindergarten through college , 
only remembers television. Yet the relationships of television <?<*•/, ft* „l<ek 
and educationjsre relatively unexplored. The educational television 
proce^a^catT have^specific use in providing occupational information 
and^is ^the^pubject of this report and Project NOTIFY. 

Statement of the Problem— Purposes of this study are to: (1) 

report on Project NOTIFY, the pilot program conducted by San Bernardino 
Valley College, (2) determine the effect and appropriateness of 
Project NOTIFY as a means of disseminating occupational guidance 
information to high school students, and (39 make recommendations 
for effective utilisation of Project NOTIFY video tapes. 

Significance of the Problem— Most students of today select their 
careers based on parental direction, by tradition or by chance not 
choice. This is in part because students to a large degree have 
free choice and face a bewildering array of factors in making 
their career decision. A large store of occupational guidance, 
information is available from employers, unions, the public employ** 
meat service, and school system. Unfortunately, many students 
are unable to gain or benefit from this information for a multitude 
of reasons; scarcity of qualified counselors, lack of a central source 
of information, dull and unimaginative ways of presenting guidance 
information, rapidly changing job requirements because of dynamic 
growth in the economy, and similar problems. Therefore educational 
television is viewing as a possible primary solution to the problem 
of providing occupational information. 

Project NOTIFY— Reeded Occupational television xatttoction Rpr 
Routh was a pilot project funded by the V. S, Office of Education, 

Department of Health, Education and Welfare to determine the 
effectiveness of television as a medium for the disseminating 
occupational information to high school students. 
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DBFIWITT.QH OF TERMS USED 

The following terns are used in this report based on these 
definitions : 

Educatio nal Television (E1V}. 4 braid term usually applied to 

that group of television stations licensed by the FCC solely for 
the purposes of broadcasting cultural and comnunity programing. 

Instruct ional Television (TTV) . That facet of educational tele- 
vision, either open or closed circuit, intended to be used by 
students in the classrooms as part of the approved curriculum. 

Occupational figidiBag. That aspect of guidance concerned with 
helping individuals or groups make decisions and choices Involved 
in planning a future or in building a career. 

Video Ta pe Recording (VTR). The recording of both picture and 
sound of a television program by electronic impulses on a special 
magnetic recording which can be played back when aired on a VTR 
machine. 
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REVIEW OF LIT ERATURE 



Television has long been associated with education. WhijL? it 
was still in its infancy, it was being experimented with in 1932 
at the University of Iowa to determine possible uses of visual 
electronics hmpAdcasting in education.! Ever since then educators 
have been interested in the possibilities for television and 
education. The first non-commercial education television station 
started broadcasting in 1953. 2 The areas of existing literature 
that are of particular interest * in this project are: (1) the 
advantages that the television medium offers to education, (2) 
television's effectiveness as a teaching tool, and (3) television's 
effectiveness in training and guidance. 

The Advantages of the Television Medium— The medium of television 
offers sight, sound, and action simultaneously and in addition, 
can provide close ups and overviews not possible in normal class- 
room instruction mediums. The presentations can be made to as 
many classes or groups as desired. The work of noted and honored 
teachers in a particular subject-matter area may be reoffered time 
and time again chart or graph presentations are particularly 
effective on television where the instructor uses a pointer to 
indicrte highlights on the charts or graphs. A survey of San Bernardino 
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